
In Support of H.R. 1495, the Water Resources Development Act

    

Mr. Chairman, I rise as a strong supporter and cosponsor of this Water Resources Development
Act of 2007. 

  

This new Democratic Congress has made reauthorizing WRDA a top priority. I thank Chairman
Oberstar and Subcommittee Chairwoman Johnson for their work in quickly moving this bill of
national significance to help protect America's waterways. 

  

These projects are vital to my home State of Missouri. Our local economy is driven by use of
such important routes as the Mississippi, Missouri, and Illinois Rivers. Commerce on these
rivers will be greatly benefited by this bill's strong commitment to repair current locks and
reconstruct new locks on the Mississippi River. 

  

As a member of the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment, I have fought on
behalf of my constituents to secure new levels of funding to help throughout our region. In
particular, the bill authorizes $35 million for combined sewer overflow elimination in St. Louis.
Some of our wastewater infrastructure dates back to the Lincoln administration. 

  

The great flood of 1993 exposed serious flaws in the St. Louis flood wall. This bill addresses
that. 

  

Lastly, this bill continues the exciting progress of the Great Rivers Greenway in St. Louis City
and County. By creating an aquatic ecosystem restoration, constructing bike paths, and
increasing access to the Mississippi River, my constituents will gain more use of one of our
national treasures. 

  

These projects are important to the strength of our community and the health of our waterways.
I stand in strong support of H.R. 1495.
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